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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

1. CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
(FOR AUDITOR'S USE ONL , 332 

1/29 
TO: 

Council President Scott Peters 
2. FROM (ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT): 

Council President Scott Peters January 8, 2007 
4. SUBJECT: REGULATION OF OVERSIZED VEHICLES 
5. PRIMARY CONTACT {NAME, PHONE 4 MAIL STA.) 

Betsy Kinsley, 236-6611, MS IDA 

6. SECONDARY CONTACT (NAME, PHONE & MAIL STA.) 

Keely Sweeney, 236-6611, MS 10A 
7. CHECK BOX IF REPORT TO 

COUNCIL IS ATTACHED | | 

S.COMPLETE FORACCOUNTING PURPOSES 

FUND 

DEPT. 

ORGANIZATION 

OBJECT ACCOUNT 

JOB ORDER 

C.I.P. NUMBER 

AMOUNT 

9. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / ESTIMATED COST: 

10. ROUTING AND APPROVALS 

ROUTE 
CI 

APPROVING 
AUTHORITY APPROVAL SIGNATURE 

7 
ROUTE APPROVING 

AUTHORITY' APPROVAL SIGNATURE 
DATE 

SIGNED 

ORIGINATING 
DEPARTMENT 

, CHIEPOFSTAF 

CITY ATTORNEY 

ORIGINATING 
DEPARTMENT ri 

s 
DOCKET COORD: COUNCIL LIAISON: 

COUNCIL n SPOB 
PRESIDENT 

->M 

• CONSENT ^ ' A D O P T I O N 

D REFER TO: COUNCIL DATE: \/zyo? 
11. PREPARATION OF: D RESOLUTION(S) ORDINANCE(S) • AGREEMENT(S) • DEED(S) 

(a) Request that the Mayor or his designee provide a written report to the City Council and the City Attorney within 60 days to 
present a fiscal analysis of the draft Oversized Vehicle Ordinance, including but not limited to the cost of signage, 
enforcement, administration, permit fees, potential funding sources, and any of the Mayor's preferred alternatives to the draft 
ordinance. 

(b) Request that the City Attorney or his designee to prepare the appropriate ordinances and resolutions within 30 days after receipt 
of the report from the Mayor, so that the City Council can consider whether to implement the oversized vehicle regulations. 

11A. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

12. SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

COONCIL DISTRICT(S): 

COMMUNITY AREA(S); 

1,2, and 6 

La Jolla, Pacific Beach, Mission Beach, Peninsula, Clairemont, Linda Vista 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: THIS ACTIVITY IS NOT A "PROJECT" AND IS THEREFORE NOT SUBJECT TO CEQA 
PER CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15060(C)(2). 

HOUSING IMPACT: 

OTHE ISSUES: 

NONE 

NONE 

CM-1472 MSWORD2003 (REV.3-1-2006) 
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Attention: 
Origination Department: 

Subject: 
Council District(s): 
Staff Contact: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Council President Scott Peters 
Councilmember Kevin Faulconer 
Councilmember Donna Frye 
Oversized Vehicle Ordinance 
Districts 1, 2, and 6 
Keely Sweeney, (619) 236-6611 

Program 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

1. Request that the Mayor or his designee provide a written report to the City 
Council and the City Attorney within 60 days to present a fiscal analysis of 
the draft Oversized Vehicle Ordinance, including but not limited to the cost of 
signage, enforcement, administration, permit fees, potential funding sources, 
and any of the Mayor's preferred alternatives to the draft ordinance; 

2. Request that the City Attorney or his designee prepare the appropriate 
ordinances and resolutions within 30 davs after receint of the reoort from the 
Mayor, so that the City Council can consider whether to implement the 
oversized vehicle regulations. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Offering its residents and visitors a multitude of recreational opportunities, San 
Diego is proud of its attractive beaches, bays, and parkland. Travelers come to enjoy San 
Diego's coastal living, bringing recreational vehicles ("RVs") as well as trailer hitches to 
haul boats and aquatic sportcraft. 

Although San Diegans are pleased to share these regional assets and appreciate 
the benefits that accrue to local businesses as a result of the tourist industry, the 
proliferation of oversized vehicles and trailers has risen to a level that must be addressed 
by ordinance. This public safety and quality of life issue is of particular concern in 
residential areas, where owners park large and often unsightly RVs in front of residents' 
homes for weeks or even months at a time, taking up precious parking spaces, blocking 
view corridors, and restricting access to driveways and alleys. 

Currently, there is a 72-hour rule that applies to all vehicles, including these 
recreational and oversized vehicles. It stipulates that a vehicle may not remain in the 
same parking spot for a period longer than 72 hours at a lime. In theory, this municipal 
code provision should control the problem, but in practice it has proven woefully 
inadequate. 
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Enforcement of this law is extraordinarily challenging for police and parking 
enforcement officers and frustrating for residents. First, enforcement is complaint-
driven, meaning a resident has to report the offending vehicle in order to initiate the 
process. When a resident reports that a vehicle is in violation, he or she can expect a 
significant delay before an officer is able to arrive on site to observe the vehicle. This is 
due to the sheer volume of complaints the police department receives about this issue, 
and the accompanying backlog. Then the officer must wait at least another 72 hours 
before returning to check on the vehicle. Again, because of the backlog, officers are 
rarely able to return within that period of time. Only when the officer returns may a 
ticket be issued, although officers often issue warnings instead, which do little but to 
educate a violator how best to avoid citation in the future. This means that vehicles must 
be parked in the same spot for at least one week before the process can begin, though in 
practice, it routinely takes far longer. . 

Second, persistent violators are aware of the parameters of the existing municipal 
code provision. Some serial violators undermine the intent of the law by first waiting to 
be observed by the officer called to the scene and then moving 1/10 mile, the minimum 
required by the law in order to avoid citation. This does nothing to protect homeowners 
from a practically permanent stationing of RVs on their streets. Although living in one's 
vehicle is also illegal under the current municipal code, the police report that they are also 
often unable to enforce this provision; savvy violators take refuge under constitutional 
protections pertaining to search and seizure by refusing to respond when the officer 
knocks. 

Although this problem is prevalent throughout the City, it is a particularly 
troublesome issue for coastal neighborhoods. Families who live in areas near the beach 
and bay report that their residential streets are often crowded with extended-stay 
oversized vehicles. Their guests are unable to locate parking spaces within a reasonable 
distance from their homes, residents experience difficulty navigating around oversized 
vehicles parked on both sides of the street, have trouble exiting their own driveways, and 
are pinned into their parking spaces. On several occasions, RV owners have exhibited 
aggressive and dangerous behavior when confronted by residents or police and asked to 
move their vehicles. These circumstances threaten public safety and diminish the quality 
of life in San Diego's residential neighborhoods. 

It is possible to balance the interests of residents and oversized vehicle operators 
with an ordinance that allows oversized vehicles via permit. The attached draft ordinance 
takes into account the efforts of other cities that have done so successfully, such as Dei 
Mar and Coronado 

For some time, the Councilmembers who receive the highest volume of 
complaints about oversized vehicles have attempted to address this persistent issue. The 
Land Use & Housing Committee heard a presentation on the issue of oversized vehicle 
regulation in December 2004. In April 2005, the draft ordinance was presented to the 
committee but did not adequately address the committee members' concerns. The 
committee formed a working group to analyze the issue, consisting of proponents and 


